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Greg Palast was stunned when he Learned that his childhood classmate, Stephen Paddock, carried out the 
deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history. But he wasn't surprised at all that someone from their hometown grew 
up to be violent. 

"I can tell you how the bottle was loaded with gasoline," said Palast, now a filmmaker. "But I don't know what 
ignited it." 
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dressed in a Santa Claus suit and fired at fleeing party-goers at his in-laws' house. He killed nine people before 
turning the gun on himself. 


Also Read: 

Las Vegas Needs to Lure Back Tourists, But Some Vow Never to Return 


"All too often, where you begin determines where you end," said Palast, who spoke to TheWrap while standing 
outside the high school. "It's a very fine line that divided my path from Paddock's." 

He offered the obvious caveat that nothing justifies, forgives or explains what Paddock did. 

Almost a month after Stephen Paddock opened fire on a crowd at a country music festival in Las Vegas, his 
former classmates are still trying to understand how a boy they remembered as withdrawn and quiet could 
have gone on to kill 58 people and wound hundreds more, before shooting himself. They described him as 
bright, but with no close friends anyone could recall. 

"He was very much a loner," another former classmate, film composer Michael O'Neill, told TheWrap. "He was 
kind of an enigma. He'd be sitting by himself at lunch." 

When police broke into the 32nd-story Mandalay Bay hotel room from which Paddock fired, they found 
handwritten calculations of distance and trajectory to the crowd below. One of the officers suggested to "61 
Minutes" that Paddock "must have done the calculations online or something." 



Tighten Droopy Skin In 5 Mins 



But Palast doubts he needed help to do the math. 
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"He could have gone to Stanford or UCLA. But we didn't go to Beverly Hills High," Palast added. "We were on 
track to work at Lockheed Martin." (Paddock worked for a predecessor of the aerospace company from 1985 to 
1988, when it closed.) 

His childhood wasn't normal. He was 7 years old and living in Tucson in 1960, when F.B.I. agents showed up at 
the family's home to arrest his father. Benjamin Hoskins Paddock was a bank robber the FBI :>nce describ 

"psychotic." 

Stephen Paddock's mother, Doroles, moved her four sons to Sun Valley soon after Benjamin's Paddock's 
arrest. He was sentenced to prison in 1961, but eventually escaped. Paddock's brother has said their father 
played little role in their lives after their move to California. 


Sun Valley is still a place for many people in transition. Today, the dusty street where Paddock grew up is 
littered with tents of those who have fallen on hard times. People live out of RVs parked throughout the 
neighborhood. 


Also Read: 

Las Vegas Shell-Shocked After Mass Shooting: 'We Could See the Bullets Ricochet' 


"At the time it was the bottom of the bottom," Palast said of their old neighborhood, still overshadowed by four 
imposing smokestacks from a nearby power plant. 

"In the old days when they burned coal you couldn't see the mountains, the sky was never blue and everything 
was covered with toxic coal dust. So you can imagine who would agree to live in houses like these," Palast said. 

Another former classmate, Richard Alarcon, who went on to become a California state senator, said he 
remembered Paddock from his Fernangeles Elementary School days, where the two would often played sports, 
including pickup football. 


Also Read: 

Las Vegas Shooter's Father Was Bank Robber on FBI's Most Wanted List 
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Alarcon remembered a class competition where students were tasked with building a bridge made of balsa 
wood. Despite being instructed not use any glue, Paddock's submission was "all white glue." 

"It seemed like he didn't care that everyone knew he cheated," Alarcon said. "We all just laughed it off." 


Also Read: 

Las Vegas Shooting: LocalTV Stations Scrap Commercials for Wall-to-Wall Coverage 


John King, another former classmate from Richard E. Byrd Middle School as well as high school, said he 
remembered walking by Paddock's home to and from junior high every day. 

"He was the paperboy delivering the giveaway paper," he said. "If I happened to be outside when he was 
delivering it, we'd sometimes chat." 

But King says Paddock made no strong impression on him. 

"I wouldn't call him a joiner," he said. 

Though classmates said Paddock wasn't popular with girls, he did end up marrying a former classmate, one of 
two short-lived and childless unions. 

"He never raised his hand at class," Palast went on to say. "I was in his classes for 10 years, I don't remember 
him saying a peep unless he was called on. He made himself as invisible as possible." 

After school, he used his math skills to invest in real estate, work for the IRS — and gamble. 

"He took whatever money he had plus some money from family and brought crappy apartments in Downtown 
L.A. and that made some money," Palast said. "But then he took his winnings and became a gambler." 


Also Read: 

Las Vegas Shooter's Brother Arrested on Child Porn Charges 


King said that when he and Paddock both worked for the IRS in 1978, they would often meet for casual game 
nights. 

"Once a month we'd have a nickel-dime-quarter poker game at somebody's house," King said. "Steve would 
join us every once in a while. I don't remember him as an exceptionally aggressive card player." 

Paddock was eportedly gambling heavily in the weeks before he snapped. According to the Times, Paddock 
had developed a "methodical style" and skills that sometimes won him tens of thousands of dollars in one 
sitting. 

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police said they did not know Paddock's name before the shooting and believe he 
acted alone. A clerk at Guns & Guitars, where Paddock purchased one of the rifles used during the attack, told 
NBC News that Paddock "never gave any indication or reason to believe he was unstable or unfit at any time." 
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After the shooting, Paddock's brother, Eric, said Stephen Paddock was "just a guy." That's also how he seemed 
to his old classmates. 


"We were shocked," King said. "You wouldn't think that any human being would be capable of that. But he was 
a low-key person, which made it even more of a surprise." 


Show Comments 



Las Vegas Mass Shooting: Scene at Mandalay Bay Massacre Following Attack (Photos) 


1 of 10 

A gunman opened fire Sunday night, killing at least 50 people and wounding 400 more 

A gunman opened fire on Sunday night and has killed at least 50 people and wounded 400 more. It is now the deadliest 
mass shooting in modern U.S. history. 


View In Gallery 
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Broadway star Nick Cordero has leg amputated due to COVID-19 complications 

APRIL 20,202002:09 


Broadway star Nick Cordero's wife Amanda KLoots appeared on "Today" Monday to talk about the difficult 
decision of having Cordero's right leg amputated after he developed complications from his coronavirus 
treatment. 

"It came down to a point where honestly it was life or leg, and we had to choose life," she said. "I choose life." 


Kloots said the complications began when Cordero was put on an ECMO machine, a life-support device that 
helps deliver oxygen to the blood. "It was literally to save his life, and it did, thank God. And sometimes the 
repercussion of putting that machine on can cause some blood issues, and it did with his leg," she explained. 

Cordero's leg was then surgically removed on Saturday, and he remained in a medically induced coma on 
Monday. 


Also Read: 

Broadway Star Nick Cordero to Have Leg Amputated Due to Coronavirus Complications 


Cordero, who originated the role of Sonny in the 2016 Broadway production of "A Bronx Tale: A Musical," was 
sedated and in the intensive care unit on Saturday when Kloots announced the news about her husband. 

"We got some difficult news yesterday. Basically, we've had difficulties in his right leg with clotting and getting 
blood down to his toes and it just isn't happening with surgery and everything," Kloots said in an Instagram 
story on Saturday. "They had him on blood thinners for the clotting and unfortunately the blood thinners were 


https://www.thewrap.com/stephen-paddock-math-whiz-loner-invisible-vegas-shooters-friends-say-he-grew-up-at-the-bottom-of-the-bottom/ 


12/15 









4/20/2020 


Vegas Shooter Stephen Paddock Was a 'Math Whiz,' Says Classmate 


= THEWRAP 


Search... 


l)tt ot diooci ininners, dul inai again was going 10 cause some ciouing in ine ngm teg. oo me ngm teg will oe 




amputated today." 


Stars Who Have Tested Positive for Coronavirus (Photos) 



Photo credit: Getty Images 


1 of 50 

Tom Hanks, Idris Elba and Prince Charles have all come down with COVID-19 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues to spread, even the Hollywood community has been affected. From 
actors to executives, here is a list of confirmed celebrity coronavirus cases. 

View In Gallery 
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